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background:  Acute coronary syndromes (ACS) are associated with cardiovascular risk factors, however, external stress factors may also 
play a role. Our aim was to evaluate if there was a time relationship between the last American financial crisis and the prevalence of ACS 
admission rates to a large safety-net county hospital in South Florida.
Methods:  We defined the financial crisis period as the time interval between July 2008 and June 2009. We calculated the period 
prevalence of ACS admissions by dividing the number of ACS cases by the total number of monthly admissions to a large safety-net county 
hospital in South Florida. We compared the prevalence of ACS admission diagnosis before, during and after the year of 2008-2009.
Results:  The average prevalence of ACS admission diagnosis during the year of the financial crisis (14.61%) was significantly higher as 
compared to the pre-crisis year period (8.75%) and the post-crisis year period (11.92 %) (p<0.01).
conclusion: To the best of our knowledge, our study is the first one to explore a potential time correlation between ACS admission rates 
and the American financial crisis of 2008-2009. Our findings suggest an increase in ACS admissions as a percentage of the total number of 
hospitalizations. Multiple factors may be responsible for this association.
 
